History & Preservation Executive Board Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, September 4, 2025 
                   Via Zoom
Attendance: Jacqueline Silver-Morillo, John Beekman, Jackie Oshman, Juber Ayala, Gary Saretzky, Tom Ankner
Meeting called to order 2pm
Welcome from Jacqueline.
Committees 
· Program Committee - chair: Juber Ayala, Tom Ankner (Will open to membership for 2 more members)
· Program proposals can be submitted between October 1st and sometime in November for the 2026 NJLA Conference which will be at Hard Rock Casino in February.
· Applications for the Swartzburg Award will be available from October 1st until December 12th.
· A suggestion was made to bring nomination forms to Monmouth History and Archives Day to promote the public to nominate their favorite Librarian who works with History or Archives. The nominee must be an active member of NJLA, but the nominator does not.
· Tom asked how many programs we should consider proposing since the conference is now joint with the School Librarians Conference. It was agreed that we would continue submitted around 6, if possible, in order to ensure we have a few accepted.  
· Awards Committee - chair: Juber Ayala, John Beekman, Jackie Oshman, Gary Saretzky 
· Constitution and Bylaws Committee – to take place in 2026
· Nominating Committee - chair: Jacqueline Silver-Morillo (will open to membership for 3 more members) 
· A suggestion was made to reach out to NJSL staff to see if any of them want to take on a position, or at least become active members. Previous administrations at NJSL discouraged participation in Sections.
· NJLA Archives and History Subcommittee – Juber Ayala (member as per bylaws) 
Other Assignments 
• Newsletter Editor: Kathlyn Kelly 
• Professional Development Coordinator: TBD (E. Kim Adams, Tom ad Gary are all willing to assist, but none want to be coordinator)
· Tom inquired about charging attendees for our workshops to offset costs for speakers and refreshments (if we don’t get mini-grant money). Gary commented that we have only charged for one event and that was because Rutgers was forced to use their catering service for event. 
• Section Archivist: Jacqueline will reach out to Sarah Hull (Plainfield) to see if she is willing to continue.
· A discussion was had about what Sarah is currently keeping (printing out hard copies of minutes, agendas, the Chronicle?) and whether we should ask the Internet Archive to archive the website.
· Gary mentioned that there may be a lot of duplication between the NJLA Archive and the H&P Archive and someone may want to start sorting to see what can be consolidated or purged. 
• Web Presence Coordinator: Currently, Tom, Juber and Jacqueline have the login information to post on Facebook. Will ask the general membership if anyone wants to coordinate.
Meetings 
• Meetings in September 2025 (a poll will be sent asking which date is best during the last two weeks of September), November 2025, February 2026 (in-person), and May 2026 (in-person at either Atlantic City or Stockton with a hybrid option) 
· Gary suggested reaching out to the Library Company of Burlington to enquire about holding a meeting there. 
Other Business 
• 2025 Archives & History Day on 10/11/2025 from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM - Location:  Brookdale Community College - Robert Collins Arena
· Tom is going to see if he is available that day to promote the Section, and Gary and Jackie (NBFPL) both offered to let him share table space if needed. 
· This event is not a Library specific event so we do not usually get much interest.
• Sharon Rawlins is the Youth Services Specialist in Library Development at the NJ State  Library (NJSL). She will be sending the History and Preservation section a NJSL update  for our upcoming member meetings  
· Katy White is still our liason with NJLA.
Library Updates
Juber Ayala (Newark) – A program celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the NJHRC will be on September 25th at 2pm.
Tom Ankner (Newark) – Two photo exhibits are going to be presented soon – one on African American Vietnam soldiers in late September, and one on a collection of photos from the late 60s. They are also gearing up for events for Rev 250 although it is difficult finding materials. They will also be hosting a travelling exhibit in 2026 featuring African Americans in the American Revolution.
John Beekman (Jersey City) – The library just acquired a large format scanner. Their Digital Projects Librarian is working out great and keeping busy. The Learning Center expansion is beginning and the Main Building will possibly be closing soon for renovation. The LC is working on an Oral History Project featuring underrepresented populations. The library will be focusing on the 50th Anniversary of the Bicentennial for its programming for Rev 250.
Gary Saretzky – Upcoming NJ Studies issue will feature an article by him on photographer from Hoboken/Plainfield. 
Jackie Oshman (New Brunswick) – Kim Adams has put together a Book Mending workshop in October, to be held at Somerset (more info. Soon). We have many interns working on projects for Rev 250.
Jacqueline Silver-Morillo (Atlantic City) – Her previous position as Reference Librarian/Archivist is currently open. 
Motion to close by Jackie Oshman and seconded by John Beekman. 
Meeting closed at 2:55

