NJLA History and Preservation Section
General Meeting
October 3, 2025
Via Zoom

Present: Jacqueline Silver-Morillo, Jackie Oshman, Elsalyn Palmisano, Fred Pachman, Gary Saretzky, Katrina Zwaaf, Rujul Majmundar, Juber Ayala, Beth Zak-Cohen, Tom Ankner

Meeting Opened 2:05pm
Minutes from April General Meeting: Motion to Approve by Gary S., Second by Beth. All in favor 
President’s Report: Jacqueline Silver-Morillo
· 2025-2026 Executive Board introductions
· President: Jacqueline Silver-Morillo
· Vice-President: Juber Ayala
· Secretary: Jacquelyn Oshman
· Immediate Past President: Juber Ayala
· Members at Large: Gary Saretzky, Vanessa Castaldo, John Beekman, Tom Ankner
· Newsletter Editor: Kathlyn Kelly
· No one from NJLA was able to attend todays meeting but they sent a report (attached at the end of minutes)
· Announced openings on committees for general members. No one volunteered
· Tom Ankner has removed himself from the Professional Development Committee and will be on the Programming Committee
· Upcoming Events:	
· Monmouth Co. History and Archives Day Saturday October 11th
· Jackie Oshman will represent H&P to sign the McDonough Award
· NJLA/NJASL Conference – February 17-19, 2026.
· Jacqueline will be making a new poster. Please send photos from past conferences to her by October 31st. 
· F. Pachman asked who had the extra H&P badge ribbons and Swartzburg badge ribbons.  The Section has a budget, should we consider badge ribbons to promote our Section at the upcoming annual conference
· Broken Spines and Torn Pages program on October 24th is sold out.
· Broken Spines & Torn Pages: Fixing Books with Care - New Jersey Library Association
· New Jersey History Conference at TCNJ on October 30th
· Upcoming meetings:
· Along with ACPL, Stockton (potentially) and reaching out to the Library Company of Burlington, Katrina suggested a joint tour of Princeton Theological Seminary with the Technical Services Committee in spring. 
Vice President’s Report: Juber Ayala
· The NJLA/NJASL Conference will be February 17-19, 2026 at The Hard Rock Casino,  Atlantic City. The theme is “A New Chapter”.
· A Brainstorming session for session proposals will take place very soon
· Fred stated that the Archives Committee would like to do another joint session. 
· Juber will contact NJLA re: updating the website to show the new deadline for the Susan Swartzburg Award. 

Newsletter Report: Kathlyn Kelly (not present)
· Jacqueline stated the summer issue was released. 
Archives Committee: Sarah Hull (not present)
Archives & History Committee: Fred Pachman
· F. Pachman noted that 2024-2025 Archives & History Committee report was published in the Summer 2025 issue The Chronicle and he thanks Kathlyn Kelly for her help.  The Committee completed two survey visits of the NJLA Archives and a poster session at the annual conference exhibited some of the findings.  More than thirty-five applicants were interviewed and a project archivist was hired to begin work on the archival collections.  Many thinks to this active and professional committee, and congratulations to Laura Poll who took over as chair on July 1.
Library Updates:
Jackie Oshman (New Brunswick) – working on NJ250 programming, which will start on October 25th with a presentation by Maxine Lurie. Interns are working hard on their projects. A donation of materials from the Holmes Marshall Volunteer Fire Department of Piscataway was just acquired to scan (African American fire department that had members from New Brunswick).
Gary Saretzky – Princeton Preservation Group will have its next meeting on December 3rd at 3pm via Zoom. The speaker will be Amy Curry of the Morris County Historical Society. https://princetonpreservation.org/
Katrina Zwaaf (Somerset Co) – Recently digitized South Plainfield High School yearbooks.
Rujul Majmundar (Somerset Co) – Continuing to digitize materials from Johns Manville, Library branch histories, etc. They have reached the 5,000 item milestone on Biblioboard.
· Elsalyn wanted to point out that Manville was the first participant in a CAPES Survey in 1989.
· Gary mentioned that he will be presenting a program on Preserving family photos at Manville on February 10th.
Beth Zak-Cohen (Newark) – The Newark Historical Society will be hosting “Wards of Action: Black Women’s Vision for a New Ark 1966-1970” on October 28th. She is also continuing work on the Documents collection.
Tom Ankner (Newark) – Newark Landmarks Awards will be presented on October 16 (Charles F. Cummings Award to Elizabeth Del Tufo and the Donald T. Dust Award to the Walker House). Some photograph exhibits are coming up: Juveniles playing on old railroad tracks in the 1960s will open on October 30th and a Vietnam War exhibit will open on November 8th. In January, a program with a short film on slavery in Colonial New York will be shown, and the speaker will also talk about New Jersey. Also in January the Black History Month exhibit will begin. A Revolutionary Way exhibit should be available in April or May.
Juber Ayala (Newark, HRIC) – An exhibit about the 25th Anniversary of the HRIC has been prepared with the help of 5 summer interns. In mid-October there will be a program for seniors on crafting and storytelling. A film screening will take place in November.

Watch for an email from the Programs Committee to meet and brainstorm ideas for the Conference!

Motion to close by Jackie O. Second by Katrina. 
Meeting Adjourned 2:40pm.








