NJLA RA Roundtable

Meeting Minutes

September 30, 2009

Attendees:  J. Herb, I. Lefkowitz,  B. Mulhabier, C.L. Quillen

Adult Services Forum

The RA Roundtable is presenting a session during the first breakout period.  Ilene and CL are the listed panelists but any member of the RA Roundtable is welcome to join us.  The program description is:

Beyond the Bestseller: Marketing more than just your Backlist

Do your customers race in, grab their holds and race out? Are you out of ideas for letting them know about other great books? Members of the Readers Advisory Round Table will facilitate an interactive discussion about how to market to customers who don’t have time to linger and browse. You’ll leave today with 10 or more new things you can do this week to merchandise with a minimum investment of time to generate maximum results. 

Panelists: Ilene Lefkowitz, President, Readers’ Advisory Roundtable and C.L. Quillen, Past President, Readers’ Advisory Roundtable.

We are going to provide 5 ideas and challenge the participants to come up with at least 5 more.

1. Shelf Talkers



If you liked this title, try this title



If you like this author, try these authors



As bookmarks, shelf sitters or in book pockets

2. Displays



Top to Bottom – displaying items from the top and bottom shelves



Props – how using simple, inexpensive props can draw attention to your display



Special of the Day – use an easel board or white board. 




Appetizer – something light and frothy




Entrée – something a bit meatier




Dessert – something decadent and lush



Staff Picks – maybe a matching game (match staff pic to the staff pick)

3. Social Media



Librarything



Shelfari



Good Reads



Facebook

4. Reading Maps (need to get samples.  JH and IL will create additional reading maps)
Conference

Our goal is to have the following:
Double session – by guest speaker

Single session – by guest speaker

Romance – When Love Hurts: Taking the Pain out of Romance RA 
NF for Women (Virginia Library Association)
Fiction for Men (Virginia Library Association)
RA for Videogames: From Playstation to Page: Reader’s Advisory and Video Games

Entice your most reluctant readers with great books by connecting reader’s advisory and video games.

This session will explore teens’ passion for video games via character and genre appeal characteristics, and discuss the widening definition of literacy and libraries. Book lists and practical library applications

will be provided. (Illinois Library Association)
Moderator: Maggie Hommel, Park Ridge Public Library

Speakers: Christie Chandler-Stahl, Evanston Public Library; Amber Creger, Chicago Public Library;

and Maggie Hommel, Park Ridge Public Library

Memoirs – IL sent an email to Roz on 10/7.  Possibly sponsor with the Reference Section?

RA for music

Production of audiobooks

Something to tie in with a literary anniversary? (Jane Austen’s XXX birthday)

Ideas for Guest speaker:
Cindy Orr – RA Online

Joyce Saricks

Nora Rollins – Early Word (IL emailed 10/7/09)

Involvement/Recruitment

Distribute a newsletter?
Speak to students at Rugters, perhaps the Adult Reading class?

Speak at Emerging Leaders?

NJLA RA page on Facebook?

C.L. contacted Pat Tumulty but was advised that this is not possible yet.
