NJLA Public Relations Committee virtual meeting via Chatzy – February 5, 2013

Committee members in attendance: Megan McCarthy, Nadine Sergejeff, Megan Wianecki, Emily Weisenstein, Ellie Strbo, Lina Belkowitch, Heather Andolsen, Susanne Sacchetti, Pat Tumulty
Urgent Issues: John Cotton Dana award nomination has been submitted by Megan M. and Nadine. Nadine and Megan M. will speak to the NJLA Emerging Leaders group to recruit for new members and the group brainstormed ideas to attract them to the PR Committee. Heather suggested that they mention that the skills learned on the committee can translate to other library jobs. 
Executive Board Update:  Pat discussed the virtual book drive to benefit the NJLA on Facebook. She also mentioned that Geek the Library would have poster sessions at the annual conference. The group decided that Geek the Library did not conflict with I Love NJ Libraries mission or detract from it.
Conference 2013: Nadine reported that unfortunately all of the PR Committee’s proposals had been rejected due to cost, but that another proposal had been submitted last minute and accepted. The program is titled “The Message Matters: Using the News Media to Get Your Library Noticed” and the speaker is Bill McColl. The program is scheduled for Tuesday at 5pm during the conference, which is a difficult time slot. Further discussion is needed to decide how we will promote this program so we don’t lose attendees that late in the day.
Restore Library Funding Campaign:  The group continued the discussion about helping the Public Policy Committee with an infographic to promote raising the State Aid to $1.11 per person. Nadine, Megan M., and Lina will work on quotes and facts to use in the infographic before the next meeting.
Honors and Awards: The group continued the discussion on how to promote Honors & Awards. The group decided to highlight each honor and award in separate posts. Nadine will create the first post on Librarian of the Year so others can use it as a guide. 
 

Webinar Series: The webinar software was still an unknown factor, so discussion on the webinar series was delayed until future meetings. 
I Love NJ Libraries April E-Newsletter: The topics for the April newsletter will be National Library Week (Nadine), School Library Month (Megan M.), Maker Spaces (Megan M.), and Book Clubs (Megan W.). 
I Love NJ Libraries Facebook Page: Ellie volunteered to administer the Facebook page for the coming month. Due to the February e-Newsletter, the Facebook page has received many more “Likes” and comments. More “Likes” are expected as more people receive the e-Newsletter.
Assignment review: 

1. Brainstorm ideas to promote conference program (all)

2. Highlight Librarian of the Year Award (Nadine)
3. Continue Facebook administration (Ellie)

4. April e-Newsletter (Nadine, Megan M., Megan W.)

5. Ideas for Library Funding Campaign (Nadine, Megan M., Lina for ideas, Emily for execution of infographic)

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 12th at 10am, scheduled as a virtual meeting via Chatzy.



