Minutes
NJLA Public Relations Committee
March 18, 2009
Attending in person:  
Lina Belkewitch, Heidi Cramer, Kathy Dempsey, Kate Vasilik and Carolyn Wood (vice-chair)
Attending Virtually:  
Susan Briant and Nancy Dowd

Introduction of members

Nancy Dowd reviewed the New Jersey State Library campaign, Tell Us Your Story, and noted that the project timeline was on target with New Jersey libraries collecting stories from their home libraries at the present time.  The Art of Telling a Compelling Story workshops are continuing throughout the State.  Nancy has scheduled fourteen workshops throughout the state; the final three will be held shortly.  Workshop content will transition to larger audiences on the regional level as the project moves into the second year.

Shanachies are coming to Monmouth University for a special New Jersey presentation on April 3, 2009.  These storytelling filmmakers are winding up a global tour of libraries and will be sharing the experience and their media expertise with members of the library community attending the program.  Their book/DVD combination will be available for signing and purchase during this fun-filled event.  Kathy Dempsey provided background on the trio and the special bond they have with the library community.  Carolyn Wood suggested all committee members make an effort to attend and spread the word on the program.  She will add a blog entry link to The M Word on NovelIdeas to promote the effort.
Lina Belkewitch brought a laptop and display unit to use to access the PR Committee’s Useful Sites Resources project.  Helen Snowden and Lina developed a WordPress blog of public relations links, online resources, networking opportunities and much more.  The committee discussed embedding the WordPress feature into the PBwiki content management system.  Carolyn emailed Maureen Wynkoop about feasibility of the blending the platforms.  She will follow up this week and respond to Lina and Helen Snowden by email.  If the WordPress project cannot be easily embedded, the subcommittee will post PR Campaign and Snapshot Day information to the NJLA PR Committee wiki page before National Library Week 2009.  Heidi Cramer suggested the committee strongly consider adding the information to the wiki in lieu of creating a standalone PR web presence. 
Carolyn thanked the wiki subcommittee for their hard work and was impressed with the quick turnaround time on content development.  Lina requested committee members visit the link and provide feedback in the comments section.  She will email the committee the Useful Sites PR Resources URL soliciting alternate title suggestions and opinions on the “Other” section of the horizontal navigation tabs.

NJLA Conference programs reviewed included
· Marketing as a Team Sport preconference with PR Committee member

· Janet Marler Brown, serving as moderator, 1:00 p.m. on Monday, April 27, 2009

· Promoting E-Resources in partnership with the NJLA Reference Section with moderator from the NJLA Reference Section on Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. 
· Pop Goes the Library in partnership with the Young Adult Section with moderator from the YA Section at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April 29, 2009. 

Kate Vasilik and Heidi Cramer updated the committee on the Public Relations committee’s canvas bag and food collection conference project.  Heidi has confirmed bin locations and she and Kate will firm up volunteer timeslots and coverage.  Heidi suggested strong volunteer coverage early Tuesday morning as traffic should be heavy.  The committee would also like photos of the conference community outreach effort and is searching for volunteers.  Please contact Kate via email to volunteer.  Carolyn volunteered to take photos if no other committee members volunteer.  She will be covering the Hospitality Table during the timeslot.

The committee reviewed ongoing publicity initiatives including National Library Week, Library Card Sign Up Month, National Reading Group Month, and One Book New Jersey.  The committee discussed developing a wiki calendar to post targeted programs on an annual basis.   A wiki forum for librarian feedback on projects and the wiki calendar option are being investigated by Carolyn.  

The committee tabled issuing immediate publicity of Children’s and Young Adult Author Day scheduled for May 8, 2009 at Woodbridge Public Library as the event prompted general discussion on the scope of committee duties.  A specified function of the PR Committee is to “publicize activities of the Association.”  Kate Vasilik suggested contacting sections to see if they want the PR Committee’s assistance rather than moving ahead independently.  She cited the fact that One Book New Jersey has a web presence and will solicit the committee if she and other members of the One Book New Jersey group believe the effort would benefit from PR Committee support.  The committee agreed with Kate’s suggestion, though the process for this type of collaborative work is not resolved at this time.  Kate is following up on this year’s Children’s and Young Adult Author Day on behalf of the PR Committee.
Action items:

· Canvas bag and food bank collection project – Kate will provide final details via email

· Volunteer photographer for food bank collection needed – email Kate if interested
· Continue work on NJLA PR Committee wiki resource page – wiki subcommittee

· Contact Maureen W. about embedding WordPress into PB wiki – Carolyn
· Spread the word on Shanachies program on April 3, 2009 – interested committee members
· Continue to build your library’s Tell Us Your Story storybank – interested committee members 
· Attend PR Committee programs and more at NJLA Conference – all committee members
Next meeting date:
Wednesday, May 20, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. – Monroe Township Public Library.
Adjourn 11:20 a.m.
