NJLA Public Relations Committee meeting (DRAFT)
4/10/12
10:00am-12:00pm

In attendance: Heather Andolsen, Lina Belkewitch, Erin Delucia, Megan McCarthy, , Nadine Sergejeff, Pat Tumulty, Megan Wianecki

2012 NJLA Conference:
Preconference

Megan M. might be able to moderate unless someone who is planning to attend is willing to volunteer. Megan M. also pointed out we should aim to promote the preconference. This could be achieved by emailing information to our survey respondents. Additionally, Tiffany M. at the NJ State Library may be able to send out an email blast about the preconference.  Megan M. will also contact Kathy Dempsey.
Conference

Pat T. noted that registrations are coming in slowly, possibly due to conflicts resulting from Book Expo (June 4 - 7) and unstable library budgets.
The PR Committee will have a table at the conference to publicize our activities. Heather A. will supply a tablecloth and will compile information to be displayed on a tri-fold (our survey, newsletter, etc.). Megan M. will bring a computer, projector, and a screen.  Joan D. will obtain bookmarks and Heather A. will have her graphic designer create the bookmark, which will include our logo and our Twitter handle. Additionally, the committee discussed the possibility of a raffle. Heather A. will try to acquire theater tickets as one prize and a PR makeover could be offered as another reward.
Committee members will staff the table. Megan M., Heather A., and Megan W. have volunteered. The remainder of the group will contact Heather A. once they are certain if they are attending (and on which day).
Heather A.  and Megan M. will begin to assemble a press packet for the media to publicize the conference.

Other Issues Not on the Agenda:
Megan M. informed the committee about a group of librarians who are going to participate in the annual NJ Sandcastle Contest in Belmar on July 11. Volunteers from the committee can help build a QR code from sand to promote ILoveNJLibraries website and can also build another element to promote literacy, perhaps the word “read” will be incorporated into the design.
e-Newsletter

Megan M. focused on National Libraries Week, Money Smart Week, and school libraries. Nadine S. will carry out some technical tweaks and then a draft will be distributed to the committee for review.  Hopefully, the issue will be emailed within the next few days (before April 14).
The next issue, which will be sent out in early June, will highlight summer reading, live outdoor music offerings at libraries, and perhaps a spotlight on a specific library.

In September, we can draw attention to the PR Award winners, the librarian of the year, library card sign-up month, and back to school (library resources such as databases). 
Branding
Lina B. and Joan D. created a flyer to promote the ILoveNJLibraries website to the public. Upon review, the committee decided a bookmark would be better suited for the public and the flyer would be revised and geared towards librarians. Both the flyer and bookmarks will be available at our table at the conference. The former (half a page) will provide information for librarians while the latter can be taken back  to libraries for distribution to patrons. The flyer, which will be revised, may call attention to:

· By  sharing a story and having it featured in our newsletter, there is a potential to reach 15,000 library champions

· Your library can be spotlighted in a future issue of our newsletter

· Take advantage of our submission form to promote your special event and use the website for your PR needs
· Additional topics might include friends’ groups or readers’ advisory

We will also distribute the flyer to other NJLA committees in the near future. 

Ilovenjlibraries Web site

Nadine S. will add a link to call attention to readers’ advisory, such as new releases or a top-ten booklist.
Lina B. will work on branding and an “about us” statement for the website. 
Survey

Heather A. will email the survey results to the committee members. 
Other

Heather A. showed the committee the Spring issue of the OCL newsletter.
The next meeting will take place on May 8. Focus will be branding. The committee will decide if a meeting in June will be necessary to outline objectives for the 2012-2012 meeting year.
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