NJLA Public Relations Committee

MEETING SUMMARY

Thursday, July 16, 2015 at 10 am

Piscataway Public Library - Piscataway NJ
Attendance: Jill D’Amico, Andy Luck, James Keehbler, Pat Tumulty, John Daquino, Rachel Paulus, Chris Carbone, Jennifer May, Madelyn English, Erin Roese, Kris Anderson, and Bonnie Lafazan
Online: Karen Serach, Kerry Weinstein

INTRODUCTIONS

Jill introduced herself as the new chair of the committee.  She is planning to reorient PR’s energies to speaking outward to the public about libraries, the function they perform and services they provide in their communities, and the issues that affect them.  Jill also spoke about the need to foster a more robust level of library advocacy on the local level.

PLANNING

A draft of the PR Planning Calendar was circulated.  The calendar is intended to be distributed to librarians and library workers.  The goal is to create a more coherent and consistent effort to advocate for libraries in the state.  Additionally, the calendar was designed to encourage more frequent advocacy actions and for these actions to be implemented at a more local level. 

This draft was e-mailed to all the committee members and a version was posted online through the Google group for comment.

PROMOTION

Jill introduced Pitchbox, an online form that allows local libraries to inform the PR Committee about events, programs, or issues that might benefit from publicity in the press locally or even statewide.  There was some discussion about promoting it and the creation of a press list.  What online media exists that has escaped our notice?  Would we benefit from developing librarians who would act as the press contacts at a county level?

A press release template was put on our PR member page to help librarians develop press releases.

Jill discussed Snapshot Day (October 21).  Pat talked about the need to generate statistics to aid her legislative efforts.  Jill announced that Snapshot Day is going to be big this year.  The PR Committee will create a form for the libraries to use for recording the statistics.  Pat will send the PR Committee a list of statistic categories that would be helpful to her work.  The PR Committee will create a template that participating libraries can use for their own advocacy efforts.  This template will be able to be used as a “one sheet” or a poster and employ info graphics and the libraries own reported statistics.  James will contact NJASL to coordinate obtaining statistics from school libraries and Bonnie will help connect with academic libraries.  Several ideas were discussed for promoting the Snapshot Day.  Chris talked about having a PSA style announcement at the beginning of webinars.  We also discussed which professional events took place before October so we could promote Snapshot Day there.

There was discussion of creating webinars for disseminating PR tips for libraries.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Ally will continue to manage the PR Committee’s Facebook and Twitter accounts.  Instagram?  John volunteered to revamp the I Love Libraries website.

NEWSLETTER

The schedule for the quarterly newsletter sent to “library champions” has been restored.  The Fall issue theme is “partnerships”.  Jill is hoping to generate articles from folks outside the profession to testify about what makes libraries so great.

PUBLICATION

Jill discussed the need to place articles regarding libraries in other publications.  She cited the NJEA monthly magazine, the Rotary magazine, veteran publications, and daily newspapers as examples. Library Card Signup Month might make a good topic for pitching.

OUTREACH KIT

Jill talked about the need for a standard set of materials to promote libraries at events that transcend municipal boundaries – county fairs, pride events, etc.  Pat, James, and Chris all OK’d the creation of a “NJ Libraries Love You” table cloth.  Erin and Kris volunteered to make a one sheet.

MEETINGS

Jill announced the upcoming meetings and their locations.  Secaucus volunteered to host a future meeting.

QUESTIONS/IDEAS/VENTING
Pat suggested creating a webinar featuring the work of those folks who win the NJLA PR awards.
