NJLA Public Relations Committee

MEETING SUMMARY

Thursday, September 10, 2015 at 1 pm

Monroe Township Public Library - Monroe Township NJ
Attendance: Jill D’Amico, Andy Luck, Lena Belkewitch, John Daquino, Rachel Paulus, Jessica Schneider, Pat Tumulty

Online:  Madelyn English, Bonnie Lafazan, Jenifer May, Erin Roese, Karen Serach, Kerry Weinstein

INTRODUCTIONS

Everyone introduced themselves and got down to brass tacks.

REPORT FROM PAT TUMULTY

Pat Tumulty hopes to promote cooperative partnerships, like the OEM preparedness and praised the recent Newark Star Ledger article promoting Library Card month.  On the legislative front, Pat reports that New Jersey’s legislators are all out campaigning for re-election, so all work in Trenton has ended until after November.

REPORT FROM JILL D’AMICO

Jill D’Amico discussed the importance of effective communication with membership.  Rachael and Jill are working on a list of contacts.

PROMOTION

Jill D’Amico talked about the Library Card Month dog poster.  The committee is having a better time breaking into southern region of New Jersey.  The emergency prep effort is a good chance to develop partnerships.  The Office of Emergency Management is distributing posters.  Andy Luck agreed to write a blurb promoting the effort.  Voter Registration Day is September22nd, but the final day to register for voting in the New Jersey 2015 election is October 13.

SNAPSHOT DAY

Jill D’Amico discussed the progress on Snapshot Day (October 21).  James Keehbler is getting the statistic forms up on Drupal.  The links and downloadable versions of the forms will be sent out on the listservs.  Bonnie Lafazan will be the contact for VALE.  John Daquino will have the video done by the end of the month.  The forms will also be up by the end of the month. Representatives from the PR Committee will be promoting Snapshot Day, the hashtag, the props, and other features.

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Libraries providing ACA educational and enrollment opportunities for their patrons should become part of the broader discussion in local media.  The PR Committee plans to chase press contacts and work with ACA partners on this as well as developing targeted marketing for library involvement. 

HONORS AND AWARDS

We will invite their chair to the next meeting to report about:

· Successes – what went well?

· Challenges – what went poorly?

· Potential new categories

· Potential archaic categories

There was talk of a “Freedom of Information” award. 

OUTREACH KIT

Progress on the outreach kit was briefly discussed.

NEWSLETTER

The upcoming issue will have stories on libraries role in naturalization, CMS, and Library Card Month.  The issue after that will cover Snapshot Day and I Love Libraries Day.

CONFERENCE

Ideas were kicked around for possible program ideas.  The ideas/goals included:

· Promoting what we do

· Communicating who we are

· Advocacy

· Techniques

· Philosophy

· Best practices

· Promotion tools and techniques

· Mixer (fish bowl)

· Snapshot Recap

MEETINGS

Jill announced the upcoming meetings and their locations. 

