NJLA PR Committee Meeting 

September 16, 2009 1:00 p.m.
Meeting Minutes 

Attending:  Susan Briant, Karen Brodsky, Pat Tumulty, Nancy Dowd, Kathy Dempsey, Carolyn Wood, Megan McCarthy and Nadine Sergejeff

September is Library Card Sign Up Month.  
The goal of this year’s effort is 10,000 new cards statewide.  NJLA PR Committee developed wiki press releases and printable templates currently posted to the NJLA PR wiki and available for public use.  

· Pat Tumulty featured Library Card Sign Up Month banner ad on the NJLA web page though out the month.  
· Carolyn Wood will email a final participation reminder on September 21st.  
· Susan Briant will distribute a survey monkey poll after September 30th as a means for participating library to submit Library Card Sign Up Month statistics.  Statistics will evaluate on a percentage basis thus evening the playing field for libraries of varying sizes.  Give away prizes will be given based on the percentage of new card holders.
Everyday Advocacy Campaign/Library Champions
Susan Briant presented an overview of the Everyday Advocacy Campaign for libraries and librarians.  The NJLA PR Committee is working with the NJLA Public Policy Committee on this effort.  A Library Champions portal is under development at this time.  The PR Committee agreed to assist in getting the word out on the campaign.  The Everyday Advocacy Committee will meet early next week to detail steps going forward.
Legislative visits

The PR Committee discussed options for material distribution.  Pat Tumulty and the visiting group should present one clear strong message rather than present a mix of materials to legislators demonstrating the services we now offer.  The visits are to be scheduled prior to the November election.  More information will be forthcoming following the next Everyday Advocacy Meeting.  .  Our goal is 25 visits distributed over New Jersey.

Susan Briant suggested the NJLA PR Committee prepare several members to attend Legislative Day in Trenton in March 2010.

New Business:

Snapshot Day is scheduled for October 7, 2009.  
· Peggy Cadigan and Heidi Cramer are developing a new form for online data submission.  The form is in the testing stage at this time.

· Nadine Sergejeff volunteered to manage Snapshot Day for the NJLA PR Committee.  This means Nadine will post Snapshot Day information and links to the NJLA PR wiki after connecting with Heidi Cramer and assessing how best the NJLA PR Committee can serve the project.  

· Nancy Dowd offered Gary Cooper’s service to craft press release templates to follow up on Snapshot Day.  Gary will post his documents directly to the NJLA PR Committee wiki page.  

National Reading Group Month October 2009
Teen Read Week October 18 – 24, 2009

Kate Vasilik volunteered via email to develop press releases and other PR materials for via email to develop press releases and other PR materials for National Reading Group Month and Teen Read Week. Kate also chairs One Book New Jersey.  Please contact Kate if you are able to assist in these efforts.  Committee members who are not able to attend scheduled meeting are encouraged to reach out virtually to lighten the load as we all volunteer our time to support NJLA efforts.

Adult Services Forum
Fall Building Fair

Carolyn Wood will reach out to Chris Hill, NJLA Mgmt. & Admin. Section to seek ways the NJLA PR Committee can support these efforts.

The Committee discussed additional opportunities for PR support including Library Lover’s Month, Teen Tech Week, National Library Week, National Library Workers Day, and Children’s Book Week.  Pat Tumulty suggested focusing on Library Lover’s Month, February 2010 and National Library Week, April 11-17, 2010.  Attending committee members agreed.
Library Lover’s Month
Megan McCarthy will manage PR for this effort in 2010.  Nancy Dowd offered her support.  Megan is seeking additional committee volunteers to assist.  Please email Megan if you are interesting is working on this initiative.

National Library Week
The Committee is seeking a volunteer to head this NJLA PR initiative.  We want to do something new and different.  Please email Carolyn Wood if you are interested and/or have ideas to share.  

National Library Worker’s Day
Pat Tumulty volunteered to draft a letter to the editor for National Library Worker’s Day.  Additional ideas are welcome.
Editorial Support

Kathy Dempsey volunteered to review committee press releases and other documentation throughout the year at committee member request prior to the meeting.
Committee Statewide Purchase Project

The committee had a short discussion on developing a subcommittee to manage a statewide purchase project similar to the Green Bag NJLA PR Committee project from last year.  Volunteers are needed.  

NJLA Conference 2010 – April 26, 27 & 28, 2010

Karen Brodsky will serve as point person for conference preparation.  The committee discussed conference program ideas.  Karen will attend the Conference Committee meeting scheduled for Thursday, September 17, 2009.  She will email a meeting overview to Carolyn Wood.  Conference program proposals must be submitted online by Monday, November 16, 2009.     

Upcoming Meeting Dates

October, 13, 2009 
 1:00 p.m.  virtual

November 10, 2009 
10:00 a.m. in person @ Monroe Township Public Library
January 12, 2010 
10:00 a.m. in person @ Monroe Township Public Library
February 9, 2010 
 1:00 p.m.  virtual

March 9, 2010 

10:00 a.m. in person @ Monroe Township Public Library
May 11, 2010 

                  in person meeting place to be determined 

Megan McCarthy volunteered to reserve future meeting dates at the Monroe Township Public Library.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

