NJLA PR Committee Meeting 

September 17, 2010 1:30pm 
Meeting Minutes 

Attending:  Heather Andolsen, Lina Belkewitch, Karen Brodsky, Joan Divor, Nancy Dowd, Megan McCarthy, Nadine Sergejeff, Pat Tumulty
Everyday Advocacy/PR Joint Meeting

Before the PR Committee organizational meeting, the PR Committee had a joint meeting with the Everyday Advocacy Task Force from 11:50am to 1:30pm.  The following issues were covered:
· Karen Brodsky (Bernardsville PL/PR Chair) announced that the PR Committee will send out a new monthly PR bulletin, PR Impact.  It was decided that PR Impact will work from the Advocacy Calendar issued by the Everyday Advocacy Task Force (which provides suggested advocacy activities for each month of the calendar year) to provide PR ideas that will go along with each month’s advocacy efforts listed in the calendar.
· A few updates were given on Library Champions: Eileen Palmer (LMXAC) is able to provide directors with a list of their local champions (based on zip code) if they request it; Plainfield Public Library is doing a successful Library Champions program locally; an “I am a Library Champion” logo is being created, to be used for decals that local libraries can give to their champions; the State Library will be providing a template for libraries to make their own LC posters featuring local champs; the State Library will continue working with the Meadowlands on incentives; new celebrity champions are being sought – please contact Nancy Dowd (State Library) with suggestions.     

· The future of the “ILoveNJLibraries” web site was discussed.  It was suggested that PR take it on as a responsibility; PR agreed to discuss that prospect further.

· The Urban Libraries Section is currently drafting a new statement for their section.  Everyday Advocacy and PR agreed to brainstorm about ways to help urban libraries, who are suffering the most during the economic downturn.  Workshops about grassroots efforts, a suburban/urban mentorship program, and a PR Toolkit aimed at urban libraries were some of the ideas proposed.
· Having another Snapshot Day (or similar day) was explored, as were other alternative PR/Advocacy actions (like a video that could be sent to elected officials and other parties).  No formal decisions were made regarding these suggestions.  

PR Organizational Meeting
It was decided we will try to meet on the second Tuesday of the month from 10am-12pm at Monroe Township Library (unless a more suitable location is determined at future meetings).

Committee goals and projects for the year were reviewed.  It was determined the committee would like to focus on PR Impact, creating a PR toolkit for urban libraries (and other tool kits in the future), and possibly working on updating the “ILoveNJLibraries” web site, after its mission is reviewed and determined.
Heather will be spearheading efforts on PR Impact. 

Lena and Nadine will act as our liaisons to the Urban Libraries Section, while Nancy, Joan, Megan and Heather agreed help them put together the Urban Libraries PR tool kit.
“ILoveNJLibraries” web site will be reviewed by Heather, Nancy and Megan to determine what, if any, future PR purpose it can serve, now that counterparts “SaveNJLibraries” and the State Library’s “Library Champions” are in the mix.

Karen will remain our Everyday Advocacy liason and will also work with the Honors and Awards sub-committee.

If you have ideas for PR programs for the 2011 NJLA Conference, please email them to Heather, preferably by the next meeting so we can discuss (the deadline for proposals is Nov 15).

Meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.

Upcoming Meeting:

Tuesday, October 12, 2010 
10am-12pm

                  
Monroe Township PL 

www.monroetwplibrary.org
Coffee, tea and refreshments will be served

