NJLA PR Committee Meeting Notes

8 October 2008 

@ CJRLC 

10am to 12:30pm

Attendees:
In person – Kathy Dempsey, Nancy Dowd, Linda Devlin, Kate Vasilik, Heidi Cramer, Pat Tumulty, Lina Belkewitch and Jennifer Konopacki (chair)

Via teleconference – Carolyn Wood(vice chair), Roz Pelcyger, Mary Beth Fine and Susan Briant

Introduction of Committee Members in person and on the phone - committee members introduced themselves

Summary of known recent history of the NJLA PR Committee – Jennifer gave an overall summary of the committee prior to the 2007-2008 year and then a broad overview of what the committee discussed and accomplished last year.

Discussion on function of and activities for the NJLA PR Committee

 Posted function of the PR Committee per NJLA website:
• To publicize the activities of the Association.
• To cooperate with other agencies and organizations to keep the public informed about library services.
• To establish relations with other organizations, foundations and businesses to partner in the promotion of services in libraries.
• To promote a positive public image of libraries and library personnel and to encourage others to do likewise.
• To issue press releases on major initiatives of the organization.
• To coordinate the activities of the Honors and Awards Subcommittee, the Ways and Means Subcommittee and all other subcommittees and ad hoc committees under this committee.

Also please see NJLA Strategic Plan - http://www.njla.org/statements/strategicplan.pdf 
After a lively discussion, the group agreed that the committee would concentrate it's efforts on reaching out to librarians to educate and empower them to use public relations to disseminate information about libraries to the citizens of New Jersey.  As this committee works on a resurgence, it would concentrate on assisting libraries and librarians on PR events like National Library Week, Library Sign Up Card Month, One Book New Jersey and Reading Group Month.  
Further in light of the current economic environment, the PR committee will work on some sort of tool kit to provide PR and information to libraries so they may express to their communities how they are used, needed and essential to their communities.  
Please see a link to Pat Tumulty’s recent testimony - 

    http://www.njla.org/statements/testimonylaborcommittee.pdf 
Further topics for discussion

Green Library Bags – statewide marketing campaign – (Roz Pelcyger)

Our discussion lead to Roz’s proposal for NJLA coordination of ordering “green” bags for NJ libraries.  Roz asked the group about a possible NJLA coordination of orders (to make it more affordable for all NJ libraries) of these green bags.  Roz ran through some numbers and scenarios and some committee members volunteered to work with her on gathering more information.  We may be able to tie this to National Library Week and/or Earth Day (April 22nd).   Roz will report on this proposition on the issue for the next meeting and the committee can then decide if we want to proceed. 
Co-sponsor workshop at NJLA annual conference with YA Section – 

Workshop called “Pop Goes the Library”    (Carolyn Wood)

Kate Vasilik is a member of the YA Section  - she will represent PR as they plan the workshop.
Potential Workshops NJLA PR sponsored workshops – 

Peggy Barber Workshop – (Carolyn Wood)

Heidi Cramer advised she had been in contact with Peggy Barber.  With all of Heidi’s great past conference experience, Heidi volunteered to email the group with some ideas for a pre-conference and one 50 minute slot.  We hope to accomplish selecting these topics via email communication.

Carol Nersinger Workshop – (Jennifer Konopacki) 

Carol Nersinger volunteered to do a workshop on a variety of PR and Marketing subjects.  We will work on the other conference workshops and if we feel we need more, we may contact Carol.  TBD

Seth Godin Program – (Nancy Dowd)

Does everyone know about Seth Godin on Marketing – NJSL, NJLA and Potter Library of Ramapo College are sponsoring the program scheduled for October 28 th in Ramapo.  

Seth Godin is marketing guru and this is fantastic coup for the NJ library community to have him speak in our state.

Unfortunately, we ran out of time before Nancy Dowd could share information on what the NJ State Library is working on terms of PR and Marketing campaigns.  I believe Nancy will send out an email to the group (or to me and I will forward) with this information. 

Our next meeting is Wednesday 19 November 2008 at 10am at CJRLC in Freehold.

This seems to be a great location as it is centrally located and we have librarians on the committee from all over the state.  This is the meeting you need to attend in person.  We will be working on a game plan for the year and setting priorities for the rest of the year.  After this meeting, most future business of the committee should be able to be conducted either via email or through teleconferencing.  I encourage you all to try to attend this meeting in person as this meeting should set the tone and set our priorities for the rest of the year.  

