Draft Minutes
NJLA PR Committee Meeting

November 9, 2010

Attending: Heather Andolsen, Lina Belkewitch, Karen Brodsky, Joan Divor, Nancy Dowd, Roz Giuditta, Megan McCarthy, Anne Roman, Mary Romance, Nadine Sergejeff, Pat Tumulty.

Minutes of October 12, 2010 were approved (subject to a slight revision that the proposed conference topic of corporate sponsorships was introduced by Joan Divor)

Websites Discussion

· Extensive dialogue took place regarding the mission and audience of the three websites. It was agreed that the I Love NJ Libraries website will be the public face of the PR committee and should advocate to the public.
· Some confusion exists because some libraries are now promoting local library champions. M. Romance questioned whether local library champions can be incorporated with the statewide champions. N. Dowd proposed that information about NJ Library Championship could be sent to libraries for dissemination to their patrons.
· H. Andolsen revisited the idea of an electronic newsletter that could be available through the I Love NJ Libraries website. The site could also include a newsfeed. P. Tumulty noted this could be a home for positive stories and popular newspaper articles. 
· K. Brodsky proposed that the I Love NJ Libraries website can serve as a portal (with links to NJ Champions, additional information (positive stories), and Save NJ Libraries. The page could be customized during a crisis.

· A. Roman idea: libraries can place a link to I Love NJ Libraries on their websites. 

· P. Tumulty will check on administrative rights and a task group will work on the mock-up (H. Andolsen, N. Dowd, R. Giuditta, M. McCarthy, N. Sergejeff, P. Tumulty)

Conference Task Force

· H. Andolsen: two ideas are ready to be submitted

· Dressed to Get to Yes (N. Dowd)
· Sell This Place (J. Roukens)

· J. Divor will be submitting a proposal for a panel discussion about obtaining corporate sponsorships

· L. Belkewitch will be submitting a proposal for a poster session to recognize PR Award winners

Everyday Advocacy Committee

· Library Champion logo development

· K. Brodsky was informed that task force approved the NJ Library Champion logo. The task force will contact H. Andolsen for the graphic.

· PR Impact – monthly messages to membership

· H. Andolsen completed the monthly message

Marketing Toolkit

· N. Sergejeff reported on the discussion regarding the proposed toolkit that took place at the Urban Libraries section meeting on Oct. 26th. At this time, the section wants to develop a pre-conference that would take place prior to the NJLA Conference. Various sessions would reflect portions of the toolkit and the PR committee was advised that the Urban Libraries section would initiate contact for a pre-conference meeting.
· L. Belkewitch, J. Divor, N. Dowd, M. McCarthy, and N. Sergejeff will work on creating a checklist for the toolkit.

Honors and Awards

· K. Brodsky asked if the PR Committee would be interested in helping with the publicity.

· H. Andolsen suggested that the information could be promoted in the December issue of PR Impact
· N. Dowd considered that award winners are deserving of additional recognition. The committee agreed that a poster session could be organized. L. Belkewitch will submit this proposal to H. Andolsen.

· K. Brodsky will contact NJLA conference membership to check if winners could receive ribbons on their nametags.

· R. Giuditta and M. McCarthy will design the poster.

Executive Board Liaison

· M. Romance is pleased to serve as the liaison and other members are invited to attend the meetings if they wish

New Business

· N. Dowd spoke about new initiatives, all of which are open to PR involvement:

· It’s Time (grant-funded campaign focused to promote services for job seekers and small businesses)

· Meadowlands ticket contest for 10 public libraries and 10 school libraries

· Globetrotters partnership with NJ State Library and schools for two acts of goodwill 

· H. Andolsen asked for suggestions regarding clip art service for licensed images (OCL no longer using Getty Images)

Adjournment

Next meeting: December 14, 2010, 10 am – 12 pm, Monroe Township Public Library. H. Andolsen volunteered refreshment.

Submitted by N. Sergejeff – November 9, 2010

