NJLA PR Committee Meeting 

November 10, 2009 10:00 a.m. 
Meeting Minutes 

Attending:  Lina Belkewitch, Susan Briant, Karen Brodsky, Kathy Dempsey, Pat Tumulty, Kate Vasilik, Carolyn Wood
Susan Briant reviewed the Library Champions initiative.  The Everyday Advocacy Subcommittee meets again on December 4, 2009.  NJLA Public Policy continues to work New Jersey State Library representatives on subcommittee initiatives.

Pat Tumulty conducted a few legislative visits, with more to continue through the end of the year.

Library Card Sign Up Month – September 2009 
Results are posted to the NJLA PR wiki.  New September 2009 cardholders in New Jersey totaled 75,191, far surpassing NJLA’s goal of 10,000.  The library system with the greatest increase in cards was Trenton Public Library. They issued 1,084 new cards in Sept. with an annual total for 2009 of 3391 cards. This was a 31.96 % increase.  The average increase throughout the state was 13.96% although not all places reported their total library cards for the year.  Trenton Public Library was awarded a Flip camera as the winning New Jersey Library Card Sign Up Month library.  The largest number of new library registrations was done by Rutgers University with a total of 15,632 new registrants.
Snapshot Day – October 2009 

Thanks to Nadine Sergejeff for posting Snapshot Day information to the NLA PR wiki. Snapshot Day statistics continue to be tabulated.  Results should be available shortly with publicity and posting to the NJLA PR wiki page to follow.  Gary Cooper will craft press release templates to follow up on Snapshot Day as volunteered by Nancy Dowd at the committee’s September meeting.  Gary will post his documents directly to the NJLA PR Committee wiki page.  

New Business:
NJLA Conference 2010 – April 26, 27 & 28, 2010

Karen Brodsky will serve as point person for conference preparation.  Karen attended the Conference Committee meeting on Thursday, September 17, 2009.  Conference program proposals must be submitted online by Monday, November 16, 2009.  The committee discussed conference program ideas including expanding visibility of Snapshot Day efforts.  
Conference program submissions:

· IT Section partnerships on social media and patron technology use submitted by the IT Section
· Mobile Marketing with Nancy Dowd to be submitted by Lina Belkewitch
· The Accidental Library Marketer pre-conference submitted by Kathy Dempsey 
· Community Collaboration (title not final) with Kathy Dempsey / Paul Pattwell

· Bang for the Bucks:  Image building as advocacy with Peter Pearson

· Networking Works with Peter Pearson – final three to be submitted by Karen Brodsky
Library Lover’s Month – February 2010
Megan McCarthy will manage PR for this effort in 2010.  Megan is seeking additional committee volunteers to assist.  Please email Megan if you are interesting is working on this initiative.

National Library Week – April 11 – 17, 2010
The Committee is seeking a volunteer to head this NJLA PR initiative. 
NJLA PR wiki 
Committee members agreed to add an Events section to the PR wiki page to draw attention to state and national library events with links to promotional suggestions for each event.  The committee continues to grow the PR Resources making the page a “go to place” for librarians and library staff seeking to expand PR in their home libraries and library systems.
Kate Vasilik will work on the Events section and post updates to the NJLA PR wiki

Kathy Dempsey will post resources and tools to the PR Resources pages.

Lina Belkewitch will review the wiki tools and provide feedback at our January meeting.
Upcoming Meeting Dates


January 12, 2010 
10:00 a.m. in person @ Monroe Township Public Library
February 9, 2010 
 1:00 p.m.  virtual

March 9, 2010 

10:00 a.m. in person @ Monroe Township Public Library
May 11, 2010 

                  in person meeting place to be determined 

Thanks to Megan McCarthy and Betty Lau for coordinating logistics and refreshments at the Monroe Township Public Library.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

