NJLA Public Relations Committee
MEETING SUMMARY

Thursday, November 12, 2015 at 10 am
Paterson Free Public Library - Paterson NJ
Attendance: Jill D’Amico, Andy Luck, Ally Blumenfeld, Peggy Cadigan, John Daquino, Madelyn English, Jessica Schneider, Jenifer May
Online:  James Keehbler, Pat Tumulty, Erin Holden, Rachel Paulus, Emily Weisenstein.
INTRODUCTIONS

Everyone introduced themselves and got down to business.
MINUTES

The minutes from the September and October meetings were approved.

REPORT FROM PAT TUMULTY

NJLA Friends Institute will hold the “Friends Institute” on November 14 at East Brunswick Public Library.  NJLA also will be attending the New Jersey League of Municipalities Conference in Atlantic City, November 17 through 19. 
SNAPSHOT DAY
Snapshot Day took place October 20 and had a very healthy level of participation.  Regionalized visits and pre-contact RSVP emails were discussed.  A work group will be created and will meet in January.
NJLA CONFERENCE
Several conference proposals were discussed:
· Tech program – There was discussion about folding into the “tech lunch” program that is usually held.
· Photo program – Peggy discussed having a “how to take better photos” program with a professional photographer. We agreed this was a good idea.
· PR Liquid Lunch/Mixer – A good way to get the publicity & marketing people together, to form a network for promotion. Let’s get to know each other and join forces.

LIBRARIES LOVE YOU MONTH

We agreed to switch “love your library” with “your library loves you” and promote this as a winter initiative of the committee. We can work with Teen Advisory Boards/Groups?  Create valentine day-style cards?  Candy hearts?

HONORS AND AWARDS

The Honors & Awards committee needs our help to encourage nominations.  Folks need to nominate people for the honors and awards.  We should help push this out, and consider who we want to see nominated for non-library staff awards. John will create a promotional video.
OUTREACH KIT
We need to promote the kit, which right now consists of a tablecloth.  We will create a calendar of county events for potential use.  We should take photos to document the kit’s use at events. A working document will be created to work on talking points to go along with the kit. We will ask for donations of sign holders to go along with it.
NEWSLETTER
Think about identifying a “friend” of libraries (from another group or organization) to write a column about libraries, friends’ groups, and what not. Send submissions Jill’s way.
WHAT’S NEW
Ally will be updating the social media Legislator List.

MEETINGS

The next meeting is December 10 at Bernardsville Public Library. We would meet at Secaucus in February, and Erin would check on Springfield for another date. Thanks all!
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