  Minutes

NJLA – PR Committee Meeting:  12/13/11
Attendees: Heather Andolsen, Lina Belkewitch, Jeannie Collacott, Joan Divor, Roz Giuditta, Megan McCarthy, Nadine Sergejeff
Meeting called to order at 10:05 AM 

Volunteer to take minutes:  Joan Divor 

Upcoming NJLA Conference (June, 2012)

· The committee submitted two program proposals:  

· Pre-conference session:  The Art of Branding, with Michael Willmann.
· Program:  QR codes for promoting libraries (in partnership with IT committee) to be presented by Megan and Melissa (?) from Cape May County Library
· The conference will be in a new location:  Revel (Atlantic City).  The venue is new and bigger than the previous venue, with many more space options.

PR impact – Sent out to Pat Tumulty for NJLA Membership.
e-newsletter
· Megan is working with people in the Publications and Public Policy committees to determine how best to move forward with this. 
· Newsletter will be created in Drupal.  Capwiz library champions will be added to the distribution list.  Plus, the newsletter will have a subscribe button.  

· The purpose of the newsletter is to keep the public informed about NJ libraries and to draw people to the website.

· Will draw news from libraries throughout the state.  

· We will be seeking to build contributors from throughout the state but for the first issue we will create ourselves to prime the pump.  As external contributions grow, we will be active in seeking news from libraries that may be underrepresented due to lack of staff and resources to write articles.

· Initial issue (“beta”) slated for February.  Main debut – National Library Week (April)
Twittering
· The committee will be creating a Twitter feed on the ilovenjlibraries site.  Committee members volunteered for a rotating schedule of tweets beginning in January.  Tweets will cover books, programs, resources, and news items.  Target audience:  general public, stakeholders, librarians
NJ Librarian of the Year
· There was some discussion of the need to use the e-newsletter and Twitter to market the NJ Librarian of the Year competition and award, as well as the need for post publicity.  Ideas were discussed.  Deadline for submission of nominations is January.  Librarian of the Year publicity will be added to press packets (see Branding our Website, below).  Megan suggested that having the Librarian of the Year host a webinar would be another way to build visibility for this award program and winner.
· Heather will work on a strategy for promoting this award.

Identifying PR Contacts in NJ Libraries
· A Surveymonkey survey will be launched in January to identify who in each library is the public relations contact.

Branding our Website
· Heather showed the committee examples of possible logos to represent the ilovenjlibraries brand.  The committee selected the most preferred logo;  Several versions of this logo will be created and then a final version will be selected.
· We discussed launching the brand through an event at the conference:  getting a room and inviting reporters to make a big “splash”.  We would create press packets and perhaps offer an incentive to get people to visit the room.  We will also consider getting a sponsor.  Committee members would man the room during the conference.
· We discussed incentives for librarians to (participate in the brand launch?) such as a free overnight stay at the Revel (if Revel agrees) or a free public relations makeover for the winning library (by the PR committee)
· Later, we might want to use similar incentives to attract the public to our site.

· We will work with the Advocacy Committee to develop the press kits as well as Peggy Cadigan at NJSL (to get Snapshot Day info.)

· Other ideas:  seek sponsors for radio/news coverage; develop a slideshow for the public TV channels on how to download library ebooks.

· Jeannie suggested branded lanyards for conference attendees.

Next meeting 1/10/12 10AM Monroe Twp. Library

Meeting adjourned 11:20 AM.
Respectfully submitted

Joan C. Divor 
