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NJSL Report for NJLA History and Preservation Section Meeting October 3, 2025
Submitted by Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Specialist for Lifelong Learning, NJ State Library, srawlins@njstatelib.org

NJ State Library Projects

Per Capita State Aid
Per Capita State Aid payments have been processed and are being sent out by the Department of Treasury.  Any library that expects to receive a payment and does not receive it by the end of October should email PCSA@njstatelib.org

Upcoming Training Webinars for JerseyClicks Resources
We are happy to announce the following training webinars for JerseyClicks resources. Learn more and register for the webinars below.

Gale In 15: SAT & ACT Prep with Gale Presents: Peterson’s Test and Career Prep
Wednesday, October 22 at 2:00 PM
SAT and ACT exams are right around the corner and your JerseyClicks resource, Gale Presents: Peterson’s Test and Career Prep can help. Join this short, virtual training session to learn more about these resources and discover exam prep courses, practice exams, and more. Register to attend live or to receive a link to the recording.

Let’s Explore EBSCO’s New Reference Center Interfaces
Tuesday, October 28 at 2:00 PM
EBSCO’s Reference Centers have a new home – Explora! Explora’s engaging and accessible interface is designed to support research with rich, reliable content and easy-to-use functionality. EBSCO will demonstrate the enhanced user experience for the following full-text databases: Points of View Reference Source, Literary Reference Source, and Small Business Source. Register for EBSCO's Explora Training here.

JerseyClicks Databases available through September 2026
NJSL is pleased to announce that the following electronic resources will be available through JerseyClicks.org, the statewide electronic resources program offered by the NJ State Library (NJSL), from October 1, 2025, through September 30, 2026:
· Data Axle – Reference Solutions – Business and Consumer Data
· EBSCO – 21 Bundled Databases
· Academic Search Premier – Academic Research
· Business Source Elite – Business Publications
· ERIC – Education Research
· GREENFILE – Environmental Science
· Health Source: Academic/Nursing Edition – Health and Nursing
· Health Source: Consumer Edition – Consumer Health
· Legal Information Source – Law Reference
· Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts – Library Reference
· Literary Reference Source – Literary Reference
· MasterFILE Elite – Magazines and Images
· MiddleSearch Plus – Middle School Age Magazines
· Military & Government Collection – Government Research
· Newspaper Source Plus – Newspaper, TV and Radio
· Novelist – Literary Fiction
· NoveList K-8 – K-8 Literary Fiction
· Points of View Reference Source – Critical Thinking Resource
· Primary Search – Elementary Age Magazines
· Referencia Latina – Spanish Language Resources
· Regional Business News – Business Publications
· Small Business Source – Business Reference and Courses
· Teacher Reference Center – Educator Resources
· Gale – Gale Presents: Peterson’s Test and Career Prep – Education/Career Support
· ProQuest – HeritageQuest – Genealogy Research
· These resources, which offer a selection of databases for college & K-12 students, public libraries, state government and New Jersey residents free of cost, were selected via participation in an open competitive Request for Quotations. All selected resources will be available through Federal Fiscal Year 2026 (ending September 30, 2026), with options for one-year renewals through Federal Fiscal Years 2027 and 2028. Links, instructions for access and training opportunities for library professionals will be provided at www.jerseyclicks.org. 

JerseyClicks.org is funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) and the New Jersey Library Network.

[bookmark: _Hlk207702643]Digital Skills User Group
The Digital Skills User Group will meet on Monday, October 20 from 2:30-3:30pm. This group is for any library staff member who is interested in helping patrons with technology. Our next meeting will explore creative ideas for computer and technology programs. How do you keep your content fresh and interesting for yourself and attendees? What are topics that get people to register for classes and keep coming back? We will talk about computer boot camps, AI classes, device assistance, and more. 
Register here: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/0abbb1f5-bd40-4fe9-8854-ab135a17e569@794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1 
Questions? Contact Andrea Levandowski: alevandowski@njstatelib.org 

Library Construction Bond Act Feature: Monmouth County Library
The latest New Jersey Library Construction Bond Act (LCBA) spotlight features the grand reopening of the Monmouth County Library headquarters in Manalapan. Read about their major interior renovation project, reinforcing the Library’s commitment to serving as a modern, inclusive, and welcoming space for all. This project was supported in part by funds from the New Jersey Library Construction Bond Act, administered by the New Jersey State Library.

Research Ready: Resources for Supporting Teens Webinar Series for YA and Adult Public Librarians
The NJ State Library is sponsoring a five-part series of one-hour virtual sessions to equip librarians with the essential tools and strategies to support teens' skills in conducting academic research. The series will be facilitated by Christine Jansen, Research and Instruction Librarian at Fairleigh Dickinson University, and moderated by Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Specialist, NJ State Library. Sessions are scheduled from October through December on Tuesdays at 11 am. 
Learn more about the sessions and register for each one.

The Four Pillars of Information Literacy in New Jersey – Repeated Series Being Offered
Join State Librarian Jen Nelson, Linda Braun, and Ang Coxen, for a 4-part series of workshops designed to familiarize youth services library staff with the core principles driving New Jersey’s emerging K-12 information literacy student learning standards. These virtual sessions will give you the chance to engage with colleagues and practice skills you can bring back to the classroom/library. Sign up for all sessions. All sessions will be hosted on Teams and held on Wednesdays (October 8 – 29), with an additional session on AI scheduled for December 2, 2025. All the session will be from 4:00 pm – 5:30 pm. Please contact Jen Nelson (jnelson@njstatelib.org) with any questions.

Information Literacy Series Training
LibraryLinkNJ, in partnership with the New Jersey State Library and the New Jersey Department of Education, has released the first two modules of a new five-part learning series, Information Literacy: A Guide for New Jersey Communities. These on-demand learning modules are part of the IMLS-funded Teaching Information Literacy initiative spearheaded by the New Jersey State Library, a broader statewide effort to prepare libraries and communities for the upcoming Information Literacy Student Learning Standards, which will require comprehensive instruction in all K–12 public schools.

State Librarian’s Monthly Reports
Please take a moment to read the September 2025 New Jersey State Library update.

Statewide Contract Changes to Zoom
The New Jersey State Library has migrated all accounts provided through our statewide contract from Zoom Workplace Enterprise Plus to Zoom Business Meetings Licenses. The most significant change to this contract is the elimination of the Webinars add-on. Zoom Business licenses will allow organizers to schedule meetings of unlimited length, for up to 300 attendees. Users who currently have Webinars scheduled for September 2025 and later should follow these instructions to convert their Webinars to Meetings. Users can review the full list of differences between Meetings and Webinars here.


Updates for the Freedom to Read Act
The model policies and forms, plus a compliance document, for the Freedom to Read Act are now posted on the NJSL website. 
Information Sessions will be held for library board members and directors in October 2025.​
· October 9, 2025, at 9:00am​
· October 16, 2025, at 1:00pm​
· October 30, 2025, at 4:00pm​
· Locally adopted library policies will be reviewed for compliance no later than December 31, 2026.​
For more information, visit the NJSL website or contact Jen Nelson (jnelson@njstatelib.org) with any questions. 

Freedom to Read: A Panel Discussion on Representation and Censorship
NJ State Librarian Jen Nelson will join representatives from Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders of New Jersey (AAPI NJ), and Garden State Equality on October 8th at the North Edison Temporary Branch from 7-8 p.m. The panel will lead a timely discussion on the power of diverse representation in literature, the consequences of censorship, and the significance of the recently passed Freedom to Read Act, which upholds every reader’s right to access a broad range of perspectives in libraries. Registration for this event is encouraged, but not mandatory.

NJSL Presents Events

Our NJSL Presents Webinars are free and open to anyone interested in attending. Registration is required in advance and all webinars are recorded and posted to our YouTube page afterward. You can also check out event recaps on our blog! Here's what we have coming up in September, feel free to share within your communities.

1. A Century of Cuban Music in New Jersey Online - September 29th @ noon
1. Genealogy at the Local Repository: Utilizing Local Libraries and Historical Societies - October 7th @ noon
Researching New Jersey Land Records Online - October 16th @ noon

Collaboarative Summer Library Program (CSLP) Updates

Public Library CSLP Members Consider Joining a CSLP Committee!
Our committees are the engine that keeps CSLP moving forward, and vibrant committees lead to a vibrant CSLP. That is why we invite all participating CSLP public library staff members to join a committee annually. Only through your input can we continue to improve.

Sign-ups for 2026 CSLP Committees are open until October 15. While the duties vary, committee obligations generally run for one calendar year. All committee work is done virtually, either through email, or through phone or online meetings. Attending the CSLP Annual Meeting is not required. 
Each committee has different size and participation criteria. To help you decide which committee to volunteer for, please visit: https://www.cslpreads.org/committees/ to review the responsibilities of each committee. Most CSLP committees are open to all, however some have limited seats or require previous CSLP experience.

Apply Now!  https://www.cslpreads.org/join-a-cslp-committee/
The sign-up period is now through October 15, 2025. 
If you are currently serving on a committee that you enjoy, let your Committee Chair know you want to sign up again or feel free to try a new committee. Thank you!
 

Save the Dates for CSLP Upcoming Events:

Universal Design: Inclusive Approaches to Public Librarianship webinar with Rachel Hawkins on Nov 13th at 2pm EST. Registration link will be available in October. 

CSLP Summer Symposium 
December 4, 2025, 11 am - 4:30 pm EST 

[image: Save the date image for the CSLP Summer Symposium Dec. 4, 2025.]The annual CSLP Summer Symposium for participating public library members is coming this year on December 4th. Come hear keynote speaker Dan Santat, and attend breakout sessions about the manual, learning to decorate a space, and dinosaur programming to use in your library. 
The link to sign up for this symposium will go live in the coming months.
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