Readers’ Advisory Round Table
August 6, 2015
Meeting Minutes

Attendees:

Cynthia Robbins
CL Quillen
Mary Piekarski
Cheryl Ashley
Sophie Brookover
Tara Kehoe
Liz Burns
Gigi Hayes


First, I would like to apologize.  We had some technical difficulties and the meeting began ten minutes late.  For those of you who tried to attend and could not access the site, I hope the minutes suffice.  Please feel free to email me, Cynthia Robbins, with questions, bklvers@aol.com

Here is the description of the program for the Adult Services Forum titles, Helping Readers Read Outside Their Comfort Zone:

This is an introduction to the techniques and recommendations used in order to encourage patrons to read the unfamiliar.  Why have patrons/customers read outside their comfort zones? Because it widens perspective, adds depth to current reading tastes, and opens readers to discovery, an important part of the reading experience. We will present key titles with a variety of recommendations across genres with supportive text as to why these recommendations work.  We will focus on how librarians can leave their own comfort zones and connect readers to subjects, which cross diversity barriers as well as other barriers leading readers to the best choices for their individual tastes.

We discussed the format and several visuals were suggested as well as information to help form the program.  The websites we considered:

Visuals:
http://weneeddiversebooks.org/summer-reading-series/

https://randomhouse.app.box.com/s/c6xdvch7nt1sgtk2cak5/1/1443249714/12838514578/1

Reading Maps:

https://www.ebscohost.com/novelist-blog/novelist-article/reading-maps-made-easy

Content:

http://www.alaeditions.org/blog/62/how-read-book-10-minutes

http://www.stackedbooks.org/2015/08/committing-to-diversity-when-youre.html


Members working on this program are Cynthia Robbins, Cheryl Ashley, Mary Piekarski, and Gigi Hayes, however all ideas are welcome.


We also are now planning a Continuing Education program for NJLA 2016.  We decided on the content and the title will be Gaining Confidence in Your Readers’ Advisory Skills, aimed at those new to RA.   The focus of the program will be the RA interview. 

Website to note:

http://www.sjrlc.org/RAhandouts/selftraining.htm
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