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Characteristics of the Adventure Genre
1. Brisk pacing with the hero escaping from one dangerous episode to the next. Often compressed time frame, and time/date stamps at chapter heads drive the pace.

2. Action, usually a mission, and the obstacles and dangers met along the way provide the focus. Physical adventure and danger are paramount, with the hero placed in life-and-death situations. Endings feature the hero safe and order restored.

3. An identifiable and likeable hero accomplishes his mission through ingenuity and skill.

4. Detailed settings "elsewhere" underline the sense of danger and obstacles to be overcome. Maps often accompany these stories. Worlds of art, antiques, antiquities, and books also provide intriguing backgrounds.

5. In response to the life-threatening situations, the mood of many Adventure novels is dark, menacing, foreboding. In some, humor lightens the tone.

6. Colorful language and jargon (often military) fill these tales and invite the reader to participate in the hero’s exploits.

Authors to Know:

Bernard Cornwell

W. E. B. Griffin

Arturo Perez-Reverte

Matthew Reilly 

James Rollins

Characteristics of the Romantic Suspense Genre
1. Action often starts on the first page, sometimes in a prologue, and continues relentlessly at a breakneck speed, driven by the danger to the heroine and frequent plot twists.

2. The story is told from the threatened heroine's point of view, an increasingly resourceful woman who manages to save herself.

3. Edgy tales of Suspense combine with sensuously explicit Romance in these blended stories which may graphic details of sex and violence.

4. Uneasiness prevails even in quieter moments and affects the tone.

5. The language shares similarities with Romances (smart dialogue and witty repartee, along with sensual descriptions, characterize the style). Strong language and explicit sexual descriptions are also common.

6. Intriguing, detailed backgrounds and exotic settings often frame these stories.

Authors to Know: 

Suzanne Brockmann

Sandra Brown

Jayne Anne Krentz/Amanda Quick

Iris Johansen

Nora Roberts/ J. D. Robb

Characteristics of the Suspense Genre
1. The action usually takes place within a narrow time frame, often in only a few days, and the reader is made aware of the danger to the protagonist early on.

2. The dark, menacing atmosphere underscores the danger. As the story unfolds, tension grows, and the reader, because he recognizes the danger, feels this uneasiness and uncertainty before the protagonist.

3. The action begins early, often in a prologue or first chapter that sets up the danger and leaves readers anticipating the final confrontation. Then the plotline skips back in time and builds to that point, with suspense mounting and pacing increasing on every page.

4. Readers empathize with the protagonist and his peril, but we follow the antagonist’s thoughts and actions.

5. Stories follow a similar pattern, with unexpected danger from an unknown source intruding into the protagonist’s normal life. At the end there is a  confrontation between the hero or heroine and the villain, and the hero wins. 

6. Some authors create elaborate backgrounds and establish a strong sense of place, but with others the tension and building suspense are more important than setting. Softer-edged Suspense tends to focus more on descriptions of characters, while hard-edged Suspense features gritty depictions of crime scenes.

Authors to Know:

Lee Child

Mary Higgins Clark

Harlan Coben

Jeffery Deaver

James Patterson

Characteristics of the Thriller Genre
1. Thrillers move at a rapid pace, driven by the danger or threat of danger faced by the protagonist. Some are densely written and the action may be more cerebral than physical, but their intensity makes them compelling page-turners.

2. Extensive details and technical language related to each occupation are vital, and they are deftly woven into the story, offering the reader an insider’s view of that profession.

3. These cinematic stories center on the plot and the action generated by the intricately involved narrative. There is often a political focus (conspiracies thrive here), and hot topics from the news are frequently explored.

4. Protagonists are strong, sympathetic characters, whether heroes or anti-heroes. Secondary characters are less well developed and may even be caricatures. Protagonists often operate alone, as they can never be certain, in their worlds of betrayal and deception, whom they can trust.

5. The tone of Thrillers is often dark, and gritty details contribute to this mood. Spoofs may produce a lighter but still menacing tone.

6. The language of Thrillers reflects the jargon of each profession. Styles range from elegantly literary to more informal and conversational.

Authors to Know
David Baldacci

Linda A. Faistein

Alan Furst

Lisa Scottoline

Daniel Silva
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