 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CHARACTERISTICS OF LANDSCAPE GENRES
Fantasy
1. Detailed settings depict another world, often Earth, but out-of-time or invisible to most people. Magic frames the story.

2. Story lines feature Good versus Evil, as protagonists battle and ultimately conquer the malevolent forces, although victory does not come easily or cheaply. Titles are frequently part of a series with a continuing story told over several books.

3. Mood ranges from humorous to dark, but it is ultimately optimistic. Despite this, a melancholy tone pervades much of the genre even when victory is achieved.

4. Characters, clearly defined as good or bad, often attain special magical gifts, and the story lines explore ways to discover one's own potential, magical or otherwise. Characters may include mythical creatures--dragons, unicorns, elves, wizards.

5. In general books start slowly as the author sets the scene, presents the challenge, and introduces the cast, often a group of diverse characters brought together solely to fight a new or resurging evil in an unfamiliar world.  Pacing increases later as more adventure elements appear.

6. From the stylized language of High Fantasy to the jargon of Urban Fantasy, language and style run the gamut. Language creates verbal pictures of characters and landscape, and illustrations sometimes enhance both adult and children’s Fantasy.

Authors to Know
Jim Butcher

Jasper Fforde

Neal Gaiman

George R. R. Martin

Naomi Novik

Historical Fiction
1. There is a wealth of accurate historical detail relating to setting (geography, customs, beliefs, culture, society, habits) as well as to characters and events.

2. The mood of Historical novels runs the gamut from rollicking to somber.

3. Story lines may focus on a particular historical event or time period, or they may follow the life of a character (real or fictional). Novels may raise difficult social or moral issues through the plot. 

4. Characters may be real or fictional, but they are portrayed in such a way that they fit the times. Their lives and actions are shaped by the historical times and details, not vice versa.

5. Historical Novels are usually big books, with stories that unfold at a leisurely pace. Even shorter Historical Novels are usually so densely written that they must be read slowly.

6. Language and style may affect a reader’s experience. Some readers appreciate an “authentic” style, while others find this distracting. Dialects and formats also affect reader reaction.

Authors to Know
Geraldine Brooks

Philippa Gregory

Robert Harris

Edward Rutherfurd

Jeff Shaara 

Westerns
1. Descriptions of the landscape and terrain frame the books, which take place in the western United States in the decades between the Civil War and 1900. Since they may be set in unidentified places (simply The West) and in an unspecified past time, they often project a sense of timelessness.

2. The traditional hero is often a loner, who arrives to right wrongs and then moves on. Heroes use strategy before guns to win arguments, although they are often forced to use violence in the end. 

3. Plots may be complex or more straightforward. Common themes include the redemptive power of the West, the difficulties surviving in a harsh landscape, revenge, and the lack of law along with the necessity of creating just laws.

4. Nostalgia for times past creates an elegiac tone that permeates many Westerns. 

5. Pacing may be breakneck in Westerns that feature action-packed stories or more measured in others. 

6. Dialogue is generally spare, colorful, and rich in jargon, but many Westerns also feature lyrical descriptions of the landscape.

Authors to Know
Ivan Doig

Loren D. Estleman

Louis L’Amour

Sephen Overholser

Richard S. Wheeler
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